
 

 

 
 
Anna Grigorian, FITUMI (stills), 2016, video, 3:10.  
 
 
Anna Grigorian is a Montreal-based photographer and video artist. Her recent video work uses 

the repetition of familiar expressions or phrases to distil their meaning through extreme overuse 

and overemphasis, in order to push cliché into the realm of the absurd.  



 

 

Her latest experimental video short, titled FITUMI (2016), is a witty response to Sackville I’m 

Yours (fig. 1), a 1972 film piece by pioneering Canadian video artist Colin Campbell (1942–

2001). During the five-minute film Campbell sarcastically assumes the persona of an “art star” in 

order to satirize the trope of a narcissistic creator who yearns to garner celebrity and cultural 

capital. Grigorian’s reaction to Campbell’s work begins with a montage of city scenes, in 

reference to the distinctly urban quality of the art star phenomenon. She then stages a variety of 

bizarre iterations in the studio, featuring amateur actors performing futile actions in front of a 

green screen and repeating the catchphrase: “fake it till you make it” (FITUMI). The self-

deceiving catchphrase is used to emphasize the illusionary and two-dimensional nature of 

material success and social status. The phrase is repeated over and over until it is almost 

unbearable; Grigorian tediously edits the words apart by isolating and mechanically replaying 

each syllable. Her actors carry out repetitive performances in vain, such as using a fork and knife 

to mime eating an invisible meal. Pink balloons serve as a kitsch symbol to represent the 

emptiness and fragility of success, and neon colours are used throughout to contribute to the 

absurdity and playfulness of the performance. FITUMI conveys a humorous contemporary 

commentary on the nature of celebrity and the carefully composed self-image of the art star, in 

order to question the demands of success in today’s art world, and acknowledge the absurdity of 

the artist’s pursuit of material success.  

 



 

 

 

Fig. 1. Colin Campbell, Sackville I’m Yours, 1972, video, 14:40. 
http://ccca.concordia.ca/artists/media_detail.html?languagePref=en&mkey=53705&link_id=134
8; http://www.vtape.org/video?vi=1163. 
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