
Artist Interview: Anna Grigorian 
 
1. Introduce yourself (name, program, etc.). 
 
I was born and raised in Yerevan, Armenia. My passion towards the visual arts eventually 
brought me to Montreal, where I am currently pursuing a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Photography. 
 
2. What is your image from the CCCA? 
 
I selected Colin Campbell’s video work Sackville I’m Yours (1972). 
 
3. What made you choose this image? 
 
When I decided to take part in Dr. Loren Lerner's project, it was clear to me which work I should 
choose: Campbell’s Sackville I'm Yours touches upon many issues that I explore in my own 
work. In a witty and sarcastic manner, his piece comments on the pressure to succeed in the art 
world, and the imaginary persona that some artists assume in order to appear more accomplished 
than they are. The work also exposes the fragility of the artist's social position. 
 
Pressure to succeed is obviously not only specific to the art world. With all its positive and 
negative outcomes, it is everywhere. 
 
4. What is the relation between your work and the image? 
 
My piece FITUMI is a sarcastic experimental video short. The work questions the way society is 
structured around the importance of material success, and the absurdity of constantly running 
after it. Cheesy symbolism, repetition and deconstruction are the key formal elements of the 
work. 
 
The work’s title FITUMI stands for “fake it ‘til you make it,” a common catchphrase that means 
“act as if.” The idea is to create an illusion of success. Acceptance of this illusion as if it were a 
fact will supposedly eventually transform what you want into reality. According to the unspoken 
and generally accepted “rule,” what everyone should want specifically is material success and 
status. 
 
This work was produced within the framework of the class led by Velibor Božović. 
 


